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ELEPHANT SEAL — SORRENTO BEACH 
Statement by Minister for Environment 

MR A.P. JACOB (Ocean Reef — Minister for Environment) [9.13 am]: I would like to update the house on 
the southern elephant seal that has proved to be a major public drawcard while resting on Sorrento Beach, 
adjacent to Marmion Marine Park, which, of course, is our oldest marine park and is named after the Minister for 
Mines and Petroleum’s great, great-grandfather. Tens of thousands of people visited the beach for a rare glimpse 
of the 2000-kilogram marine mammal, which is normally found in sub-Antarctic waters. The seal’s five-day 
stay, after hauling out of the ocean on 19 February, required significant resources to ensure public and significant 
media interest was effectively managed for the safety of the community and to minimise disturbance to the seal. 
The coordinated effort was led by the Department of Parks and Wildlife and involved Surf Life Saving WA, WA 
Police and the City of Joondalup. 

I visited the beach and was pleased to see the positive interactions between parks and wildlife staff and members 
of the public, and the outstanding cooperation between agencies assisting with the operation. In particular, it was 
inspiring to get feedback about the wildlife officers who delivered hundreds of talks to groups of eager listeners 
who wanted to learn about marine wildlife. I thank community members for following the advice of parks and 
wildlife staff and displaying responsible behaviour. In doing so, they allowed the magnificent elephant seal to 
rest on the beach as nature intended. I also acknowledge all of the organisations involved in facilitating this 
outstanding wildlife interaction. 

If the elephant seal reappears—I have been advised by wildlife officers that he may do so—I encourage people 
to continue to follow the example set by the community at Sorrento Beach and enjoy the unique sight of wildlife 
on their doorstep, something that makes Perth such an extraordinary place. 

The SPEAKER: All right. Well, that’s interesting. 
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